
BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF THE NORTHTOWNS 

MAJOR (10-13) DIVISION RULES 

 
NOTE: UNLESS SPECIFIED HERE, ALL RULES WILL FOLLOW STANDARD RULES OF BASEBALL. ANY 
DISPUTES/DISCREPANCIES WILL BE DECIDED BY THE UMPIRE, AND CAN BE FURTHER DISCUSSED AFTER THE GAME IN 
QUESTION IS COMPLETE. 
 

1. Maximum of six (6) runs scored in an inning per team. 
2. Teams will play 10 on the field – this must include 4 outfielders; no lineup can include more than the 

standard 4 infielders. If a team is shorthanded and cannot field 10, the other team MUST field 9 
instead of 10 (3 outfielders). 

3. PITCH COUNT: Maximum pitch count for a single pitcher 
is 70 pitches. If a pitcher reaches the pitch count mid-
batter, he/she is allowed to complete the at-bat. 
Maximum number of warmup pitches before an inning 
(or upon entering the game mid-inning) will be 6.  

4. BASE STEALING: Stealing of bases is permitted. Stealing 
of home plate is ONLY permitted if a play is being made on an attempted steal elsewhere in the field. 
No leadoff is allowed. Stealing is NOT allowed on a missed return throw from the catcher to the 
pitcher. The runner attempting to steal a base may not leave the base until either a.) the ball crosses 
home plate, or b.) the batter swings. If the runner is deemed by an umpire to have left early, he/she 
will be called out immediately. 

5. HIT BY PITCH: A pitcher who hits 3 batters in the same game will not be allowed to pitch anymore in 
that game (2 batters for 13 year-old pitchers). A pitcher who is deemed by the umpire to have 
intentionally thrown at a batter will be immediately removed from pitching for the rest of that game. 
At UMPIRE DISCRETION, if a batter has made no attempt to move out of the way (if there was 
opportunity due to the speed of the pitch), the free base MAY be waved off. A coach may not request 
for this call to be made, it is strictly at umpire discretion. 

6. No “on deck” practice swinging. “On deck” batter gets helmet and bat and sits on the bench until their 
turn to bat. The use of a “hit-stick” device is allowed as a substitute, provided a coach is using the 
device with the player. The “on deck” situation may be revisited if a suitable method that ensures 
player/spectator safety can be devised. 

7. “COACH CATCH”: In a situation where a team is shorthanded for a game (ie., less than 9 players), a 
coach will be allowed to serve as their catcher. In this case, there will be no base stealing for either 
team. If a player arrives late, thus giving the shorthanded team enough players, base stealing will be 
reinstituted at the top half of the next inning. 

8. Foul balls are out of play once they either a.) pass the dugout fences, or b.) hit the backstop fence. A 
ball caught after either of these occurrences does not constitute an out. 

9. No intentional walks are allowed to be issued. 
10. There is no advancement by the batter allowed on a “dropped third strike”. 
11. There is no strict balk rule; however, at umpire discretion, a pitcher who repeatedly stops his/her 

motion mid-pitch can receive a warning. After two warnings, another occurrence would lead to a balk 
penalty being issued. 

# of pitches # of days rest 

0 – 15 0 

16 – 29 1 

30 – 50 2 

51 – 70 3 


